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RON YURYEVICH 
Statement by member for Kalgoorlie  

MS W.M. DUNCAN (Kalgoorlie — Member for Kalgoorlie) [12.57 pm]: Congratulations to Ron Yuryevich 
who is retiring after 19 years as mayor of the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder. He was elected to the Shire of Boulder 
in 1988 and then to the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder as deputy mayor in 1989. In 1992 he was elected mayor. He 
lost in the 1999 election but was re-elected in 2003, 2007 and 2011. 

His service has been extensive, including with the Australian Local Government Association, the Country Urban 
Councils Association, the Western Australian Municipal Association, the Australian Airports Association, the 
Goldfields Esperance Area Consultative Committee, Local Government Insurance Services, the 
Local Government Advisory Board, the Goldfields Voluntary Regional Organisation of Councils, and the 
Goldfields–Esperance Development Commission—much of this service in the role of chair. He has acted as 
commissioner for Wiluna, greater Geraldton and Ashburton. He was awarded life membership of the 
Western Australian Local Government Association, a Medal of the Order of Australia and a Reserve Force 
Decoration. 

His mission was to change the image of Kalgoorlie–Boulder. Every speech was about making the city a great 
place to live, work and play. The multicultural festival shows how well rounded and harmonious the city has 
become under Ron. He set the example by acknowledging our Aboriginal people at every opportunity. His vision 
for diversity in the local economy saw him support a sun farm, the transport hub, the Golden Quest Discovery 
Trail and much more. Ron says that the new Kalgoorlie–Boulder Airport, built in the 1990s and generating 
income for council, is one of the highlights of his 24 years. He has been a staunch campaigner against fly in, fly 
out, which he famously referred to as “the cancer of the bush”. What a role model! He says in the 2004 edition of 
the Local Government Focus Magazine — 

I believe a good councillor should be approachable and available, fair in all aspects, have an ability to 
communicate effectively and have both eyes on the issues of the community, rather than one eye on the 
next election and one eye of the issue of the day. 

Ron Yuryevich, Western Australia thanks you for your service. 
Sitting suspended from 12.59 to 2.00 pm  
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